Scripts with topic arguments Page 1

[bookmark: _Toc189027214]Scripts with Topic Args Generative AI

Scripts with Topic Args Generative AI	1

PROP CONTENTIONS	2
1st Prop Speaker Script	4
PROP RESPONSES	5
2nd Prop Speaker Script	6
3rd Prop Speaker Script	7

OPP CONTENTIONS	8
OPP RESPONSES	10
1st Opp Speaker Script	11
2nd Opp Speaker Script	12
3rd Opp Speaker Script	13


Yes—have these ready to go for your debates!
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THE TOPIC: Generative AI harms more than it helps in the realm of student writing in schools.

Contention 1: Generative AI Weakens Critical Thinking and Writing Skills
· Problem: Writing is a cognitive process that helps students develop critical thinking, logical reasoning, and creativity. AI-generated content allows students to bypass these essential steps, reducing their ability to construct original ideas and arguments.
· Analysis: When students rely on AI to complete writing assignments, they miss opportunities to analyze sources, structure their arguments, and refine their thoughts. Over time, this dependency can make it difficult for them to develop strong writing habits and express ideas without technological assistance.
· Impact: If students do not develop independent writing skills, they will struggle with higher education and workplace communication, where clear and persuasive writing is crucial. Studies show that strong writing skills correlate with career success, with 73% of employers stating that writing proficiency is a key hiring factor (National Association of Colleges and Employers, 2023).
· Example: A 2023 study by the Education Policy Institute found that students who frequently used AI for writing assignments scored 18% lower on critical thinking assessments compared to those who wrote independently.

Contention 2: AI Encourages Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism
· Problem: AI tools like ChatGPT allow students to generate entire essays with minimal effort, making it easier to commit plagiarism and submit work that is not their own. This undermines academic integrity and devalues the learning process.
· Analysis: Unlike traditional plagiarism, where students copy from existing sources, AI-generated content creates text that is difficult to detect using conventional plagiarism checkers. This makes it challenging for teachers to determine whether a student’s work is authentic.
· Impact: If academic dishonesty becomes widespread, schools may impose harsher grading policies, stricter plagiarism detection measures, and more rigorous exams. This could lead to increased academic pressure and a loss of trust between students and educators.
· Example: A 2023 survey by the International Center for Academic Integrity found that 26% of high school teachers reported an increase in plagiarism cases after generative AI became widely accessible.
· Source: Turnitin, an academic integrity platform, reported that 22% of student essays submitted in 2023 showed signs of AI-generated content (Turnitin Report, 2023).



Contention 3: AI Can Generate Misinformation and Bias in Student Writing
· Problem: AI tools do not independently verify facts but generate text based on patterns in training data. This means AI can produce incorrect, outdated, or biased information that students may unknowingly include in their writing.
· Analysis: AI-generated content may reinforce stereotypes, fabricate sources, or present false information as fact. Students who do not fact-check their work may spread misinformation, harming their academic credibility and learning experience.
· Impact: If students fail to verify AI-generated information, they may submit essays containing errors, affecting their grades and understanding of key subjects. This could also lead to misinformation spreading beyond the classroom, especially on topics like history, science, and current events.
· Example: In a 2023 test conducted by MIT’s Media Lab, ChatGPT produced 15% inaccurate historical facts when prompted for detailed historical analysis.
· Source: OpenAI has acknowledged that AI models can “hallucinate” facts, meaning they sometimes generate incorrect information that appears legitimate (OpenAI, 2023).
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Prepare your Speech

On your flowsheet in the 1P Column—Flow your Contentions each with Problem, Topic Solves, and Impact.

Use the contentions on the page before this (you can edit/adjust the contentions)



When you Speak


My name is __________


Hook Question: Why wouldn’t you want . . . ? OR Why do we allow problem to continue?

We support the topic __(state it EXACTLY THE WAY IT IS WORDED)______

In my speech, I will present (one) (two) (three) contentions.


“My First Contention is ___(go through the problem, topic solves, impact you flowed)________”    


“My Second Contention is ___(go through the problem, topic solves, impact you flowed)__________”


“My Third Contention is ___(go through the problem, topic solves, impact you flowed)__________”


Conclude: We urge you to vote for the Prop side.


After you speak, take notes of the arguments in the debate. Ask/Make POIs. Help your partners if they need it.
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THE TOPIC: Generative AI harms more than it helps in the realm of student writing in schools.

Responses to OPP Contentions

Response to Contention 1: AI Enhances Writing Skills Through Feedback and Assistance
· Counterargument: AI may improve grammar and structure, but it does not teach students how to develop ideas, craft arguments, or think critically. It provides answers rather than helping students build reasoning skills.
· Example: The Education Policy Institute (2023) found that students who relied on AI for writing assistance were 18% less likely to revise and improve their own writing compared to those who wrote without AI.
· Impact: If students become too dependent on AI for revision, they may struggle in settings where AI is not available, such as standardized tests and in-person writing assignments.

Response to Contention 2: AI Supports Accessibility and Inclusion for Diverse Learners
· Counterargument: While AI can be a helpful tool for students with learning disabilities, it should not replace human support from teachers and tutors. AI lacks the ability to provide personalized, empathetic instruction tailored to individual learning needs.
· Example: A 2023 study from the Journal of Special Education found that students with dyslexia improved more when working with trained educators compared to those who used AI-only assistance.
· Impact: AI should be a supplementary tool rather than a replacement for traditional educational support. Schools must ensure that AI use does not lead to reduced teacher involvement for struggling students.

Response to Contention 3: AI Prepares Students for Future Careers
· Counterargument: While AI is becoming more common in workplaces, employers still require strong foundational writing skills. AI should not be a crutch that prevents students from mastering the basics.
· Example: The National Association of Colleges and Employers (2023) found that 73% of employers prioritize applicants with strong writing skills, even in AI-driven industries.
· Impact: If students do not learn how to write independently, they will struggle in professional settings that require originality, analytical thinking, and persuasive communication beyond AI-generated text.
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Prepare for your Speech Know your 1st speaker’s contentions. 
On Tournament Flow Paper, write a list of contentions the Opp might present. Write down responses against those contentions. 
During the debate, flow the debaters—ESPECIALLY: listen to and briefly flow the 1st Opp speaker’s contentions while you spend 90% of your time writing responses to the opp’s contentions.


When you Speak


My name is _______________________________.

My partner had great arguments including __(VERY concisely list them off—keep to 10 seconds total)________________________

In my speech, I will respond to the opposition case, then I will defend our case.

“Against the Opp’s First Contention that _(VERY concisely state their contention)____, First __(give your responses)_________”

“Against the Opp’s Second Contention that _(VERY concisely state their contention)____, First __(give your responses)_________”

Now, go to our Case

“Our First Contention was ___(VERY concisely state your partner’s first contention)_____and we showed (VERY concisely state the reasons/facts of the contention)___.” “Our opponent tried to argue ___(VERY concisely state your opponent’s response)_______ but _____(state your responses).” “So, we’ve shown _________ which has this impact _______________.”
If your opponent did not respond to your contention—say “They did not respond to our contention” and show the impact to the contention.

Do that again for the rest of your contentions.


Conclude: We urge you to vote for the Prop side.


After you speak, take notes of the arguments in the debate. Ask/Make POIs. Help your partners if they need it.
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Know the 1st and 2nd Prop Arguments and Responses.

Prepare for your Speech During Prep Time: Know your 1st speaker’s contentions. Help the 2nd speaker prepare responses.
During the debate carefully flow—you need to use your partners’ arguments to win the debate! IMPORTANT: YOU CAN’T MAKE NEW ARGUMENTS IN YOUR SPEECH—YOUR JOB IS TO SHOW BOTH OF YOUR PARTNER’S ARGUMENTS WERE THE BEST. (note if the 2nd0pp or 3rd0pp made new arguments, you can make new responses to those arguments)

My name is _______________________________.

In my speech, I will show why we win each contention.

First, we showed in our Prop Contention 1 ___________________.
Give the reasons/problem/solves/impact of your contention. Show why your partners beat the opp’s responses to the contention.

Second, we showed in our Prop Contention 2 _________________.
Give the reasons/problem/solves/impact of your contention. Show why your partners beat the opp’s responses to the contention.

Third, we defeated the Opp Contention 1 ___________________.
Explain why your partners beat the opp’s contention.

Fourth, we defeated the Opp Contention 2 __________________.
Explain why your partners beat the opp’s contention.

WEIGH THE ARGUMENTS IN THE DEBATE: “Our contentions have more impact/importance because ________.”

Conclude: We urge you to vote for the Prop side.
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THE TOPIC: Generative AI harms more than it helps in the realm of student writing in schools.

Remember to keep your case to 2.5 minutes so you can spend half of your speaking time responding to the Prop Case in your speech.

Contention 1: AI Enhances Writing Skills Through Feedback and Assistance
· Problem: Many students struggle with writing due to difficulties with grammar, structure, and clarity. AI can provide real-time feedback, helping them refine their writing skills more effectively than traditional methods.
· Analysis: AI tools can act as a personal tutor, suggesting better word choices, improving sentence structure, and identifying common mistakes. This allows students to learn from their errors and develop stronger writing habits.
· Impact: With AI-enhanced writing support, students can improve their communication skills, leading to better academic performance. Studies show that students who receive AI-assisted feedback improve their writing scores by an average of 15% over a semester (National Writing Project, 2024).
· Example: Grammarly’s 2023 report found that students using AI writing assistants made 40% fewer grammar and clarity errors compared to those who relied only on teacher feedback.

Contention 2: AI Supports Accessibility and Inclusion for Diverse Learners
· Problem: Many students, particularly those with learning disabilities or non-native English speakers, struggle with writing. AI tools can help these students by providing grammar corrections, sentence restructuring, and readability suggestions.
· Analysis: AI writing assistants can serve as an equalizer, allowing students who have difficulty with traditional writing methods to express their ideas more clearly. By breaking down language barriers and providing accessible writing support, AI makes education more inclusive.
· Impact: More students will have equal opportunities to succeed in writing assignments, leading to a fairer education system. Research shows that AI-assisted writing improves outcomes for students with dyslexia, ADHD, and English as a second language (ESL) learners (Journal of Educational Technology Research, 2023).
· Example: In a case study by the University of California, students with dyslexia who used AI writing tools demonstrated a 20% improvement in writing fluency over a semester.



Contention 3: AI Prepares Students for Future Careers
· Problem: AI is becoming a fundamental tool in workplaces for content creation, report writing, and communication. Teaching students how to use AI responsibly prepares them for future careers where AI will be an essential skill.
· Analysis: Many industries are integrating AI-powered writing tools to enhance productivity. Just as calculators improved efficiency in math without eliminating basic skills, AI can enhance writing without replacing critical thinking. Schools should teach students how to use AI ethically rather than banning it.
· Impact: Students who develop AI literacy will have a competitive advantage in the job market, where AI proficiency is increasingly valuable. The World Economic Forum (2023) reported that 85% of businesses will require employees to use AI tools for writing tasks by 2030.
· Example: A 2023 survey by LinkedIn found that job postings mentioning AI proficiency increased by 35% in one year, highlighting the growing demand for AI skills in the workplace.
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THE TOPIC: Students should be allowed to bring phones to school

1 OPP: Responses to PROP Contentions

Response to Contention 1: AI Weakens Critical Thinking and Writing Skills
· Counterargument: AI does not replace critical thinking—it enhances it. When used properly, AI helps students refine their ideas by providing real-time feedback, helping them identify weaknesses in their writing, and suggesting improvements.
· Example: Studies show that students who use AI tools for brainstorming and revision actually strengthen their writing skills. The National Writing Project (2024) found that students using AI-assisted feedback improved their essay scores by 15% over a semester.
· Impact: Instead of banning AI, educators should integrate it into lesson plans to teach students how to use it as a tool for learning, similar to how calculators are used in math.

Response to Contention 2: AI Encourages Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism
· Counterargument: The issue is not AI itself but the lack of clear guidelines on its ethical use. Schools should teach responsible AI usage rather than banning it outright.
· Example: Universities like MIT and Harvard are already integrating AI literacy courses to educate students on ethical AI use instead of treating it as a form of cheating.
· Impact: Schools can implement AI detection software and honor codes to discourage misuse while still allowing AI for research and writing improvement. A 2023 study by Turnitin found that when students were educated on AI ethics, plagiarism rates dropped by 30%.

Response to Contention 3: AI Generates Misinformation and Bias
· Counterargument: While AI can generate incorrect information, it is a teachable moment for students to practice fact-checking. Educators should teach students how to verify sources rather than avoiding AI entirely.
· Example: A Stanford study (2023) found that students trained in AI literacy were able to detect misinformation at a 40% higher rate than those who were not.
· Impact: The internet itself contains misinformation, yet schools do not ban research using online sources. Instead of rejecting AI, students should be taught media literacy to fact-check AI-generated content.
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Prepare your Speech

On your flowsheet in the 1O Column—Flow your Contentions each with Problem, Topic Solves, and Impact. KEEP YOUR OPP CONTENTIONS TO 2.5 MINUTES LONG—YOU NEED TO SPEND TIME IN YOUR SPEECH RESPONDING TO THE PROP CASE.

Use the contentions on the page before this (you can edit/adjust the contentions)

On another flow paper provided by the tournament, write down contentions you think the Prop might present—and write responses to those contentions.


Use the responses on the page before this (you can edit/adjust the responses)


When you Speak


My name is _____________.

Hook Question: Why would you want the topic? or Why isn’t ____ a better solution?

We reject the topic ___(state it EXACTLY THE WAY IT IS WORDED)_____

In my speech, I will present our contentions and then I will refute their contentions.

“My First Contention is ___(go through the problem, topic solves, impact you flowed)________”    

“My Second Contention is ___(go through the problem, topic solves, impact you flowed)__________”


“Now go to the Proposition Case.”

“Against the Prop’s First Contention that _(VERY concisely state their contention)____, First __(give your responses)_________”

“Against the Prop’s Second Contention that _(VERY concisely state their contention)____, First __(give your responses)_________”

Conclude: We urge you to vote for the Opp side.

After you speak, take notes of the arguments in the debate. Ask/Make POIs. Help your partners if they need it.
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Prepare for your Speech Know your 1st speaker’s contentions and responses. 
Help the 1st Opp with responses to possible proposition contentions. 
During the debate, flow the debaters—ESPECIALLY: listen to and briefly flow the 1st Opp speaker’s contentions while you spend 90% of your time writing responses to the opp’s contentions.


When you Speak


My name is _______________________________.

My partner had great arguments including __(VERY concisely list them off—keep to 10 seconds total)________________________

In my speech, I will defend our case, then I will respond to the proposition case again.

“Our First Contention was ___(VERY concisely state your partner’s first contention)_____and we showed (VERY concisely state the reasons/facts of the contention)___.” “Our opponent tried to argue ___(VERY concisely state your opponent’s response)_______ but _____(state your responses).” “So, we’ve shown _________ which has this impact _______________.”
If your opponent did not respond to your contention—say “They did not respond to our contention” and show the impact to the contention.

Do that again for the rest of your contentions.


“Now, go to the Proposition Case.”

“Against the Prop’s First Contention that _(VERY concisely state their contention)____, We responded that __(give your partner’s best responses)_________ then . . . __(defend those responses and/or add on new responses)_________”

Do that again for the rest of the proposition contentions.


Conclude: We urge you to vote for the Opp side.

After you speak, take notes of the arguments in the debate. Ask/Make POIs. Help your partners if they need it.
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Prepare for your Speech During Prep Time: Know your 1st speaker’s contentions and resonses. Help the 2nd speaker prepare responses.
During the debate carefully flow—you need to use your partners’ arguments to win the debate! IMPORTANT: YOU CAN’T MAKE NEW ARGUMENTS IN YOUR SPEECH—YOUR JOB IS TO SHOW BOTH OF YOUR PARTNER’S ARGUMENTS WERE THE BEST.

My name is _______________________________.

In my speech, I will show why we win each contention.

First, we showed in our Opp Contention 1 ___________________.
Give the reasons/problem/solves/impact of your contention. Show why your partners beat the prop’s responses to the contention.

Second, we showed in our Opp Contention 2 _________________.
Give the reasons/problem/solves/impact of your contention. Show why your partners beat the prop’s responses to the contention.

Third, we defeated the Prop Contention 1 ___________________.
Explain why your partners beat the prop’s contention.

Fourth, we defeated the Prop Contention 2 __________________.
Explain why your partners beat the prop’s contention.

WEIGH THE ARGUMENTS IN THE DEBATE: “Our contentions have more impact/importance because ________.”

Conclude: We urge you to vote for the Opp side.

