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· Problem – Poor students are at a disadvantage.
· *Poor students disadvantaged
· *funding for schools in low income areas
· *what is a disadvantaged student
· Topic Solves-Cell phones give poor students a better chance.
· *Educational apps benefit students
· *cell phones needed for student research
· *cell phone company discounts for disadvantaged students
· *school programs for inexpensive cell phones
· Impact – Problem: Disadvantaging poorer students is harmful.
· *low income students not going to college
· *college education necessary for better job
· *advantages of having good employment
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· Problem – Students are not engaged and learning in the classroom as much as they should.
· *how do cell phones make life easier
· *many students have cell phones
· *students dislike not using cell phones in class
· Topic solves – Phones in class increase engagement.
· *educational cell phone games make learning fun
· *cell phones in school make communication easier
· Impact – Lack of engagement is harmful.
· *educated workers benefit society
· *educated workers have a better quality of life
· *educated workers improve the economy
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· Problem – schools face many safety issues
· *schools and gun violence
· *schools and extreme weather
· *schools do not notify parents of a shooter
· Topic solves – students can send and receive safety information
· *kids cell phones alert parent during school lockdown
· *student cell phone alerts dangerous weather
· Impact – School shootings and severe weather are dangerous
· *severe thunderstorm harms
· *flooding harms
· *school shooter harms
· *school shooter harms community AND/OR school shooter harms mental health
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PROBLEM: Poorer students are at a disadvantage 
· Schools are not equal: since 50% of school funding comes from property taxes. Neighborhoods that are worth more money, get taxed more and therefore have better funded schools. As a result, students from poor neighborhoods also go to poorer schools.
TOPIC SOLVES THE PROBLEM: allowing phones gives poorer students a better chance
· It is increasingly common for kids to use phones from a very early age. As a result, like computers, utilizing cell phones in class, can increase student engagement through educational apps as well as quick google searchers
· Since the vast majority of teenagers will have cell phones, utilizing them in classrooms can be a way to make the classroom better for poor schools because the cell phone is a tool to get students to do research. 
· Phone companies have programs to give low income families access to cell phones.
IMPACTS—PROBLEM IS HARMFUL: Disadvantaging poorer students is harmful
· Solving for the education gap is good: according to a report by Forbes in 2019, the percentage of poor students attending college, is the widest that it’s been in 10 years. This means that a college degree is only achievable for rich students and that is wrong and excludes poor kids. Those kids are cut out of the best jobs, good health care, and a chance to succeed to their highest potential.
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You should add at least one logical answer—and if you can a source cited answer.

· Equality - Numerous programs for low income families exist to get cell phones. (Joe Supan, CNET Senior Writer, 2024, www.cnet.com) Many internet service providers have their own programs in place for low-income households, with AT&T, Cox, Mediacom, Optimum, Spectrum, WOW! and Xfinity all offering discounted service. You can see which providers are available in your area by entering your address on the FCC’s broadband map.






· Quality learning - Cell phones allow students confidential help for needed services. (UC Today, 2022, ww.uctoday.com) Engagement can also extend to other school services that students may not want to publicly seek help from. Having a hotline for student services, such as mental health counseling or extra help in classes, will allow young people to get in contact and start a conversation that will end in them getting the help that they need.  




· Safety – Students need cell phones because schools do not give parents adequate safety information. (Silas Allen & Nicole Lopez, Reporters, Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 2023 (www.star-telegram.com) A deadly shooting at David K. Sellars Elementary School early Wednesday morning marked the second time in as many days that Fort Worth Independent School District officials have had to notify parents of a possible threat on one of the district’s campuses. In both cases, parents have said the district’s notifications left them without enough information to make an informed decision about whether to send their kids to school that day. 
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· THINGS ARE OKAY NOW: Students are engaged in class because, since cell phones are mostly banned from schools, students are not distracted in class and are able to pay attention to their lessons.
·  
· Topic will cause/increase a problem: Cell phones are bad for learning.
· *cell phones distraction for students
· *students using cell phones in class learning harms
· Impact – Reduced learning is harmful.
· *distracted students have lower test scores
· *education gains good for economy
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· THINGS ARE OKAY NOW: Students are connecting with each other.
· *student social skills important
· *students connect due to shared interests
· THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE/INCREASE A PROBLEM: Phones in schools prevent students from connecting and developing social skills.
· *cell phone use in schools decreases social connectedness
· *students use cell phones instead of talking to each other
· IMPACTS—PROBLEM WOULD BE HARMFUL: Reduced social skills would be harmful.
· *importance of communicating with each other
· *strong sense of community important
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· THINGS ARE OK NOW: Students not able to use cell phones in school which decreases screen time/availability to cyber-bully
· Topic will cause/increase a problem: Increased cell phone access will lead to more cyber-bullying
· *cell phones in schools increase cyber bullying
· *cyber bullying statistics
· *do kids use cell phones to cyber bully
· Impacts – Cyber bullying is harmful
· *cyber bullying leads to learning problems
· *cyber bullying leads to mental health issues 

[bookmark: _Toc186876004]
EXAMPLE CON CONTENTION

[bookmark: _Toc186876005]CON Contention 1: Harms Education 
THINGS ARE OKAY NOW: Students are engaged in class because, since cell phones are mostly banned from schools, students are not distracted in class and are able to pay attention to their lessons.
THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE/INCREASE A PROBLEM: Phones in school is bad for learning
· According to the Journal of Media Education in January of 2016, found that students are spending 20% of their classroom time texting, emailing, browsing online and even playing video games
· Unfortunately, 30% of students felt like cell phones aren’t distracting them from their learning. This means that students are not aware of how cell phones are distracting them. 
· According to a study from the Journal of Educational Psychology in 2019, students that use cell phones for non-classroom purposes scored a half letter grade lower on exams
· Basically, when students are distracted, they cannot learn: neuroscientist Adam Aron of the University of California San Diego found that distractions interrupt learning. 
IMPACTS—PROBLEM WOULD BE HARMFUL: Reduced learning would be harmful
· Reducing education is harmful for the economy: when workers aren’t educated well, they are not able to work smarter, more efficiently, and create new technology. 
· According to the Center for American Progress in 2020, economists have shown that gains in education effect all sectors of the economy, like salaries and GDP, because everyone is able to work better.
· Graduating students whose learning has been disrupted by cell phones is bad for their lives and for how they can help their communities in the economy.
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You should add at least one logical answer—and if you can a source cited answer.

· Low engagement-need education for good economy. Educated worker skills strengthen economy. (Brent Radcliffe, Digital Marketing Analyst & Contributor, 2024 www.investopedia.com) Education tends to raise productivity and creativity, as well as stimulate entrepreneurship and technological breakthroughs. All of these factors lead to greater output and economic growth.










· Social Skills-kids connecting in status quo. Teens using cell phones to connect with friends also see them more in person. (Monica Anderson, Director, PEW Research, 2015, www.pewresearch.org) Having a smartphone, and the constant access to the Web it provides, does not mean that teens are not interacting with their close friends face-to-face. In fact, teen smartphone users are more likely to say they spend time with their closest friend at a number of in-person activities, including at school, at someone’s house or while shopping.











· Cyber-bullying-increased phone access. Increased access to cell phones increases cyber bullying. (Dr. Elizabeth K. Englander, Journal of Pediatrics & Pediatric Medicine, 2019 www.pediatricsresearchjournal.com) One factor that may be important developmentally is access to digital technology. Mobile devices provide continuous access, and adolescents undisputedly own cell phones at higher rates. Studies of teens have found a firm relationship between access and cyberbullying involvement. Among younger children, one study found that cell phone ownership increased the risk of involvement in cyberbullying.

