
QUICK VIEW OF THE ELEM PRO CON FORMAT 
 

Debaters are 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th to speak on their teams for each type of speech. 
 

Each and every student in the debate gives these speeches:  

A) presents a case,  
B) asks and answer questions of another debater,  

C) responds to opponent’s case, and  
D) defends their case and weighs the arguments made in the debate. 

 

Students get “Huddles,” time to prepare with each other/on their own before each of their 
speeches. Elementary debaters can read and can also view/use the internet. 
 

If there are only 3 on each side, skip the 4th speaker. 
If one team has less speakers—that team’s debaters take on 2 speaker positions. 

 

• Case Huddles 6 minutes (this is 2 minutes more than at the tournament) 
• You may use the internet/chatgpt/etc. 
• Case speeches 1.5 minutes, answers questions 1 minute 

• 1st pro case, answers questions from 1st con 
• 2nd pro case, answers questions from 2nd con 
• 3rd pro case, answers questions from 3rd con 

• 4th pro case, answers questions from 4th con 
• 1st con case, answers questions from 1st pro 
• 2nd con case, answers questions from 2nd pro 

• 3rd con case, answers questions from 3rd pro 
• 4th con case, answers questions from 4th pro 

 

• Response Huddles 6 minutes (this is 2 min. more than the tournament) 
• After the Huddle NO MORE USE OF THE INTERNET 
• Response speeches 1 minute 

• 1st con responds to 1st pro case 
• 2nd con responds to 2nd pro case 
• 3rd con responds to 3rd pro case 

• 4th con responds to 4th pro case 
• 1st pro responds to 1st con case 
• 2nd pro responds to 2nd con case 

• 3rd pro responds to 3rd con case 
• 4th pro responds to 4th con case 
 

• Defense and Weigh Huddles 6 minutes (2 min. more than the tournament) 
• No use of the internet allowed. 
• Defense and Weigh speeches 1.5 minutes 

• 1st con defends their case and weighs the arguments 
• 2nd con defends their case and weighs the arguments 
• 3rd con defends their case and weighs the arguments 

• 4th defends their case and weighs the arguments 
• 1st defends their case and weighs the arguments 

• 2nd defends their case and weighs the arguments 
• 3rd defends their case and weighs the arguments 
• 4th defends their case and weighs the arguments 

 

Instructor-Judge then emails ballot with winner and points 
THEN Tells debaters who won and why and gives a complement and a suggested 

improvement to each debater. 
THEN each debater redoes a speech or part of a speech. 

THEN Fills out the online comments form. 


