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Structured Learning Is Better Than Creative Learning.
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· PROBLEM: Sometimes students need help when learning something new.
· *why do we need help available when learning
· *is learning something new difficult 
· *what do elementary students learn in classes 
· TOPIC SOLVES: Help is easily available with structured learning.
· *is help available with structured learning
· *how help supports student learning
· *what kind of help is available with structured learning
· IMPACTS: Students learn more efficiently with help, otherwise students may get bad grades.
· *do you learn more if you get help with lessons
· *do you lean more quickly if you get help
· *why is it bad if students don’t get help in school
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· PROBLEM: Students must meet learning goals in subjects such as languages or math in order to progress.
· *is creative learning unstructured
· *do students need learning goals for languages
· *math learning goal examples
· *language learning goal examples
· TOPIC SOLVES: Structured learning provides learning goals so students can focus and track progress.
· *how does structured learning in math provide goals
· *how does structured learning in languages provide goals
· *do goals provide structure
· IMPACTS: Learning math and languages are an important part of education.
· *why is learning math important
· *why is learning a language important
· *people use math and languages every day
PRO Distraction Contention: Search Helpers
· PROBLEM: Students are easily distracted.
· *what distracts students
· *how do elementary students distract themselves
· *are noises distracting for elementary students
· TOPIC SOLVES: Structured classroom feature learning that lessens distractions for students.
· *how does structured learning minimize classroom distractions
· *how do routines minimize classroom distractions
· IMPACT: Students learn more when they are not distracted.
· *effects of distraction on learning
· *students get better grades if not distracted at school
· *students remember information better if not distracted
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Pro Contention One – Structured learning provides easily available assistance for students who need help.

Problem: Sometimes students need help when learning something new.
· Elementary school is an important step in preparing children for later learning and life in general. It’s where most children learn to read, where they learn the basic concepts of science and mathematics, and where they gain a basic understanding of the world and its history. Without elementary education, all other learning would be difficult, if not impossible. (Walden University, no date)
· Mental health counselor Christina Holt said in 2024 that learning something new can feel scary and frustrating. It’s natural to have some fear of the unknown and frustration when we make mistakes. But sometimes learning something new can feel intimidating.

Topic Solves: Help is easily available with structured learning.
· Kentwood Preparatory School finds closely monitoring students involves a number of strategies designed to ensure that students remain focused on the learning tasks at hand. Monitoring can track to see if students are progressing as they should.
· The London School of Emerging Technology reports that many structured learning programs have an instructor or mentor who can support students through the learning process. This can be helpful for learners who need help staying motivated or prioritizing their time.

Impacts: Students learn more efficiently with help, otherwise students may get bad grades.
· Dr. Kari Whitlock wrote for Healthy Young Minds that teaching methods that do not align with a child’s learning style can lead to academic struggles. For instance, a child who learns best through hands-on activities may struggle in a classroom where instruction is primarily lecture-based.
· Dr. Nikki Glenn found in 2021 that students who need the most care and support are often not given the resource and authority required to understand their lessons in order to improve their academic achievement.
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· THE WAY THINGS ARE NOW:  Creative learning is fun for students.
· *how is creative learning fun for students
· *what are some creative learning activities
· *all students can participate in creative learning
· THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE/INCREASE A PROBLEM: Structured learning is not as interesting as creative learning.
· *what is structured learning in elementary school
· *does structured work and play limit imagination
· *can students do more with creative learning
· IMPACTS: Having fun is an important part of good mental health.
· *having fun makes you happy
· *having fun while learning decreases stress
· *kids having fun while learning
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· THE WAY THINGS ARE NOW: Creative learning teaches students problem solving skills.
· *how does creative learning help students learn problem solving skills
· *what does thinking outside the box mean
· *examples of students using creativity for problem solving
· THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE/INCREASE A PROBLEM: Structured learning does not focus on problem solving.
· *definition of structured learning
· *examples of curriculum for structured learning for elementary students
· *does structured learning follow rules
· IMPACTS:  Problem solving is an essential life skill that creative learning addresses better than structured learning.
· *problem solving is important for personal development and growth
· *problem solving increases critical thinking skills
· *problem solving helps students make better decisions
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· THINGS ARE OK NOW: Creative learning builds student social skills.
· *what builds student social skills
· *does creative role play build student social skills
· *does creativity build student social skills
· *creative learning builds student relationships in the classroom
· THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE/INCREASE A PROBLEM: Structured learning revolves more around achieving goals than social skills.
· *is structured learning goal oriented
· * is structured learning pre planned
· *does structured learning not allow for independent thinking
· IMPACTS: Social skills are important life skills.
· *students benefit from strong social skills
· *students with strong social skills are more likely to go to college
· *students with strong social skills are more likely to go to college
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Con Contention One – Students learn how to solve problems better with creative learning.

[bookmark: _Hlk176361253]THINGS ARE OK NOW:  Creative learning teaches students problem solving skills.
· Drexel University discovered that a creative learning environment is one that encourages students to learn through trial and error, use their imagination, and to think critically to solve problems. By using such learned skills as setting goals, sharing knowledge, and building relationships, a creative learning environment can help students practice and develop their own theories, and ideas, and set them in motion.
· Indeed.com lists brainstorming, role play, and moral dilemmas as examples of creative problem solving activities.

THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE A PROBLEM: Structured learning does not focus on problem solving.
· The London School of Emerging Technology defines structured learning as a learning experience that is planned and organized by a teacher or instructor. This means that structured learning usually happens in a classroom setting or through online materials that have a set order and progression of topics.
· Structured learning uses scheduled lessons or modules and uses clear learning objectives and outcomes. There is not as much time for problem solving activities as there is with creative learning.

IMPACTS:  Problem solving is an essential life skill that creative learning addresses better than structured learning.
· The Council for Aid to Education found that problem-solving skills are needed for students’ personal growth and development. These skills help individuals overcome obstacles and achieve their goals. By developing strong problem-solving skills, students can improve their overall quality of life and become more successful.
· The Portland Community College finds that when you strengthen your problem-solving skills, it can actually help you learn how to make better decisions. That’s because you’ll gain the confidence, acquire the analytical skills, and develop the creativity you need to be able to make predictions about the results of different solutions. 
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You should add at least one logical answer—and if you can a source cited answer.


Help: Creative learning does not require help. (ELM Learning, 2021) Creative learning is not memorizing information. It’s building knowledge and developing skills using creative techniques. Rather than dictating how information should be absorbed, creative education— guides the learner through the instruction process using creative methods.











Goals: Creative learning can reach students who normally don’t do well in school.  (Contributor Nicole Krueger, ITSE, 2023)  Some students don’t do well on tests or don’t do well grade-wise, but they’re super-creative kids. It may be that the structure of school is not good for them. But put that canvas in front of them or give them tools so they can sculpt, and their creativity just oozes out of them.














Distractions: Distractions cannot be eliminated and can be positive. (Researchers Eliya Ahmad & Zi Jia Ng, Education Week, 2024) We all often use distraction to feel better in our daily lives. The same applies to students. Research shows that distraction through the creative activity of drawing is a particularly effective way of lessening negative affect and boosting positive affect.
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You should add at least one logical answer—and if you can a source cited answer.

Fun: Structured learning can also be fun. (Vice Principal George Coles, 2020) I believe it is a mistake to think that the best way to improve creativity is to remove structure. In fact, it is the very presence of structure, even constraints and limitations that enable students to create! Creativity requires the acquisition of knowledge and skills within a specific domain, taught by an expert.






Problem Solving: Structured learning offers problem solving to build skills for the future. (Lauraine Langreo, Education Week staff writer, 2024) To be prepared for the jobs of the future, students need to learn a problem-solving approach to math and science that uses math and science lessons to encourage students to tackle real-world problems.
















Social Skills: Students can develop social skills from hobbies instead of the classroom. (Michigan Virtual, 2024) Hobbies that involve social interaction, like team sports or drama clubs, can help children build important social skills and create lasting friendships. This is especially valuable in today’s connected world, where digital collaboration and communication are becoming increasingly important.
