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Living in rural areas is better than living in bigger cities.
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1. PROBLEM: Living in a big city is expensive.
· *is living in a big city expensive
· * why is housing more expensive in a big city
· * do big cities have a shortage of affordable housing
· * why does food cost more in a big city
· TOPIC SOLVES: Living in rural areas costs much less than living in a big city.
· *why is rural housing cheaper than city housing
· *is it cheaper to buy homes in rural areas
· *is land cheaper in rural areas
· IMPACTS: People save money living in rural areas.
· *why saving money on housing is good
· *what can people buy with more disposable income
· *why people should save money
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· PROBLEM: Crime rates are high in big cities.
· *are crime rates higher in big cities
· *what kind of crime happens in big cities
· *how does living in high crime areas affect quality of life
· TOPIC SOLVES: Crime rates are lower in rural areas.
· *how much lower are crime rates in rural areas compared to cities
· *is there less property crime in rural areas
· *are people more likely to be a victim of crime in a big city
· IMPACTS: People are safer from crime in rural areas and have less stress from it.
· *do people who feel safe experience less stress
· *what are the physical benefits from having less stress
· *what are the mental benefits from having less stress
PRO Nature Contention: Search Helpers
· PROBLEM: People living in big cities are surrounded by buildings and crowds.
· *are big cities crowded places
· *are crowded cities noisy
· *why do big cities have so many buildings
· TOPIC SOLVES: People feel better living close to nature instead of big cities.
· *does living in rural areas make you sleep better
· *living in rural areas expose you to less pollution
· *living near nature promotes physical activity
· IMPACT: Living near nature improves your health.
· *living near nature lowers your rate of heart disease
· *living near nature helps you breathe better
· *living near nature improves your mental health
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Pro Contention One – Living in a rural area is less expensive than living in a big city.

Problem: Living in a big city is expensive.
· The City Journal in 2024 reports city’s housing markets are distorted by limited supply and demand. Zoning restrictions and other regulations on housing keep prices high and prevent enough small apartments for singles from coming onto the market. New York City is especially unaffordable because rent controls influence the market and drive up housing rental.
· Financial journalist Beth Kobliner found in 2024 that expensive big city real estate prices drive up the price of goods and services at local businesses also paying sky-high rents. Residents of Manhattan pay a 40% premium on groceries and 60% on movie tickets. The New York, Washington, D.C., and San Francisco metro areas all hit their residents with an upcharge of 20% or more on costs of living compared to the national average.
Topic Solves: Living in rural areas costs much less than living in a big city.
· National Debt Relief reports in 2024 that housing costs, and the overall cost of living, are lower in rural areas than they are in major cities. The lower cost of housing puts less financial strain on rural communities. Low population density means that there is less competition for land and houses.
· The Southwest Kentucky Economic Council found in 2024  that groceries, utilities, and healthcare are all more affordable in rural regions. In urban areas, the high cost of living can add to the stress, with residents often struggling to make ends meet despite higher salaries.
Impacts: People save money living in rural areas.
· According to CNBC finance reporter Kate Dore in 2024, rural Americans had a higher median net worth for every income level except those making $100,000 or more, when compared to Americans with the same earnings in urban areas. Some of the reasons for greater wealth among rural Americans may be the lower cost of living, along with cultural spending differences,
· Saving money is very important for a number of reasons. It allows you to have a safety net in case of emergencies. For example, if someone suddenly loses their job or has an unexpected medical bill, having money saved up can help you avoid falling into debt.
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· THE WAY THINGS ARE NOW:  People in big cities have greater access to jobs.
· *big cities offer employment opportunities
· *do big cities offer good jobs
· *do big cities offer a lot of jobs.
· THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE/INCREASE A PROBLEM: Rural areas offer fewer good jobs than big cities.
· *why do rural areas have fewer jobs
· *are there fewer farming jobs now
· *do people in rural areas earn less money
· IMPACTS:  People living in rural areas can face financial problems due to fewer good jobs.
· *why working for less money is hard
· *stress from being unable to pay bills
· *how not paying bills causes problems
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· THE WAY THINGS ARE NOW: People in big cities have access to doctors and hospitals.
· *do people in big cities have better access to doctors
· *do people in big cities live near hospitals
· *why are there more doctors in big cities
· THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE/INCREASE A PROBLEM:  People living in rural areas have worse access to healthcare.
· *are hospitals closing in rural areas
· *why are there fewer doctors in rural areas
· *quality of healthcare in rural areas
· IMPACTS:  People in rural areas have worse health problems due to less medical care.
· *do people in rural areas have worse health
· *do people in rural areas have lower life expectancy
· *do people in rural areas have more chronic diseases
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· THINGS ARE OK NOW: Big cities are diverse.
· *do big cities offer more diversity
· *why do big cities offer more culturally diverse activities
· *does diversity in big cities create jobs
· THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE/INCREASE A PROBLEM: Rural areas are not as diverse as big cities.
· *are people in rural areas exposed to less diversity
· *why are rural areas less socially diverse
· *why do rural areas have less diversity
· IMPACTS: A lack of diversity leads to less personal growth.
· *cultural diversity promotes understanding
· *diverse cultures attract businesses
· *cultural diversity promotes creativity
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Con Contention One – Rural areas offer less diversity than bigger cities.

[bookmark: _Hlk176361253]THINGS ARE OK NOW:  Big cities are diverse.
· Nearly 70% of the country's largest cities are more racially diverse than they were in 2010, according to a U.S. News analysis of the most recently released population estimates data from the U.S. Census Bureau – a trend that experts expect to continue. "The U.S. is becoming more racially and ethnically diverse, and those patterns tend to be magnified in cities," says Mark Mather, a demographer with the nonprofit Population Reference Bureau.

THE TOPIC WILL CAUSE A PROBLEM: Rural areas are not as diverse as big cities.
· Professor Kay Slama in 2024 said population density is lower in rural areas. Fewer people living in an area often means that they are more likely to know each other, and they have fewer choices of other people with whom to associate. 
· Professors Barrett Lee and Gregory Sharp did a study in 2019, and found that people who live in rural, remote places are exposed to less diversity.

IMPACTS:  A lack of diversity leads less personal growth.
· Dr. Samantha Morel found in 2024 that embracing cultural diversity is essential for building strong communities. In a multicultural society, individuals from different backgrounds come together to share their traditions, celebrate their differences, and build a sense of unity. This diversity enriches community life, making it more vibrant and dynamic. 
· Dr. Morel also says learning about other cultures is a powerful tool for personal growth and self-awareness. It exposes us to new ways of life, different traditions, and unique worldviews, which makes us reflect on our own cultural identity and values. This reflection deepens our self-awareness and helps us to understand the cultural influences that shape our thoughts, behaviors, and attitudes. 
· 
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You should add at least one logical answer—and if you can a source cited answer.


Jobs: People without college degrees make less in big cities. (Bill Bishop, Contributing Editor, The Daily Yonder, 2020) Higher wages continued to pull people into urban areas until the 1980s, until trends changed. There are several why wages declined for those with less than a college degree. Factory work was automated. Office work was computerized. Labor intensive work was sent to other countries where wages were lower. There has been an increase in high-pay work for those with education. And there has been an increase in the number of poorly paid jobs in services, restaurants and maintenance. But middle-income jobs have disappeared.











Medical Access: Hospital closings in big cities means less access to healthcare.  (Fiercehealthcare.com, 2013)  The pattern of hospital closings in cities has clear real-world consequences for access to all types of hospital care. Loss of hospitals means less patient care, emergency services, and other ambulatory services. Hospitals in predominantly African-American neighborhoods much more likely to close, raising travel times disproportionately.
















Diversity: Rural areas are growing more diverse (Becker Digital, 2023) According to the U.S. Census Bureau, diversity in rural populations is increasing. Rural residents include people from a variety of backgrounds and cultures. Diversity exists across multiple areas including disability, education level, ethnicity/race, family structure, sexual orientation, military status, nation of origin, political affiliation, religious affiliation, and socioeconomic status.
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You should add at least one logical answer—and if you can a source cited answer.

Less Expensive: Owning a car, which is essential in rural areas, is expensive. (PBS.org, 2023) Car ownership is essential for people in rural areas to get from place to place. Urban residents can easily choose cheaper options like public transit, walking or bicycling. Rural Americans drive farther as part of their day-to-day activities. Because of greater levels of isolation, rural workers are often required to make longer commutes and drive farther for child care. 








Crime: Gun violence is worse in rural areas. (National Criminal Justice Association, 2022) The truth is that rural communities have increasingly faced levels of gun violence that match or outpace urban areas, says the Center for American Progress. Overall, the total gun death rate for rural communities was 40 percent higher than it was for large metropolitan areas in 2020. The center contends that "despite negative media attention, many large cities are proportionately safer from gun violence than their rural counterparts.
















Nature: Big cities have nice parks where people can be close to nature. (Geography Professor Dan Trudeau, Nextcity.org, 2022) Phalen Park is among St. Paul, Minnesota’s largest parks, covering 494 acres (2 square kilometers) – three times the size of Disneyland. It includes a 198-acre lake encircled by a trail, watercraft rentals, scenic views, a golf course, an amphitheater, sculptures, a playground and two pavilions for picnics, performances and other gatherings.

